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TOWN OFFICE INFORMATION
Phone: 628-4441 « Fax: 628-4440

Town Office Contact Information and Hours of Operation:

Office Hours: SeleCtmen
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday ............cccecevucnenee. 10am-5pm s .
MR d ; Well, it is finally warmer weather. Enjoy your gardens
TRUISAQY .o 12 pm -6 pm

Town Manager: Stacie Rundlett
Email: ooeeveiinene newportlandtownmanager@gmail.com
Deputy Town Manager: Lori Alyea
Email: oo townofnewportland@gmail.com
Code Enforcement Officer: Jeff Drew - 207-453-4258 ext 0
Town Clerk: Jacob Pinkham | Deputy Town Clerk: Lori Alyea
Email: oo newportlandtownclerk@gmail.com
Office Hours: By Appointment
LPI: Dan Gilbert - 207-938-3866
Assessor’s Agent: Audra Swanson
WedNesday ....cccoeceveerieerieiinieenteeneeeeee e 10am - 2pm
Email: oo newportlandassessor@gmail.com
Fire Department: Chief Kip Poulin
Animal Control Officer: Stacie Rundlett - 207-491-8007

and flowers. Remember school lets out soon for the
summer. Be careful driving, especially through the
village areas and down the Wire Bridge Road. Also
keep an eye out for motorcycles. Look twice, never
hurts.

We received our new American flags for town; they
should be up by the time you read this. If you see one
in need of repair, please contact the town office. The
new welcome to New Portland signs should also be
in place. Let's all help keep our town beautiful. If out
for a walk, please pick up road side trash. If you are at
the Wire Bridge picnic area and see something amiss,
please let the town office know.

The selectmen are taking over the road commissioner

NEW PORTLANDLER CALENDAR pOSition with Ray taklng the lead. If you have road
issues, please contact the town office, and they will
JUNE 2026 =Qememb% let us know.
L] 7, 1 . .
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Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes for April 21, 2026 school budget. May 20 at 6:00 pm there will be the
public-school budget meeting.

Roster/ Selectmen: Raymond Poulin, Janet White, David

Veilleux, Town Manager: Stacie Rundlett, Lori Alyea, 3. Department Heads: Kip shared with the Board the
David Cary, James Reinhard, Pat Mitchell Fire Department already has a vehicle policy in place.
Pat discussed with the Board that the posted road
signs are down. The Selectmen had removed them, Pat
shared with the Board that he didn't think the roads

1. David called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

2. Department Heads: Pat Mitchell discussed with the were ready for them to come down yet.

Board that the truck was still at his house for wiring that

needed to be done. Pat shared with the Board he would 4. lItems by the Board of Selectmen: Janet shared the
be hiring Rod Dunham to do the grading work this year. Somerset County Commissioners meeting and the
He updated the Board on the Deer Farm Road turn topic of Highland Plantation wanting to de-organize. It
around. He discussed that the road sweeping would will not be happening this year and before it does the
start in the next couple of weeks for the intersections fire truck will need to be removed from the building. Kip
and the parking lots. He marked trees on the Middle suggested to bring it back and sell it. Janet discussed
Road that need to be cut. He also discussed with the the flower beds at the office. She will be changing

Board culvert projects for the summer. them out to two whiskey barrels, and the pieces of

the playground equipment still need to be removed

3. ltems by the Town Manager: a.) The Board reviewed from the grounds. There was some discussion with
and signed the payroll warrants. b.) There was a brief David Cary regarding the building addition. There was
discussion on new town sign. No decisions were made. some discussion regarding the town signs. Raymond

motioned to have Sign Works finish the job, Janet
seconded and all were in favor. Janet motion to enter
into executive session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. § 405 (6)

4, Items by the Public: None

5. Items by the Board of Selectmen: a.) The Board (A) personnel matters; it was seconded and all were in
reviewed the Town of New Portland Vehicle Policy. favor at 7:18 pm. The Board entered back into public
Raymond motioned to accept the policy as written, session at 7:36 pm. Raymond motioned to not renew
David seconded and all were in favor. b.) David the appointment position of road commissioner with
motioned to enter into executive session pursuant to Pat Mitchell. David seconded and all were in favor.

1 M.R.S.A. § 405 (6)(A) personnel matters. Raymond There was a brief discussion regarding Gary Agren’s
seconded and all were in favor at 7:32 pm. At 8:15 pm garage that is for sale. The Board briefly talked about
the Board entered back into the public session and had the snowplow turn around on Deer Farm Road.
a brief discussion regarding the scheduled clean up at Raymond has started grading the roads.

the Wire Bridge. No decisions were made.

5. Items by the Public: Dallas Landry discussed with
the Board that there was still a vacant school board
member seat, and Harry Stout might still be interested.
David Veillux asked that Stacie call Harry and see if he
is, so that hopefully he can be sworn in before the
budget meeting on May 20. Trace Robertson asked

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.

These minutes were approved by the Board
at the May 19 meeting. Smr

Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes for May 05, 2026 if there were solar policies, and the Board told him

there were and where to find them on the website.
Roster/ Selectmen: Raymond Poulin, Janet White, James Reinhard was concerned about trees that were
David Veilleux, Town Manager: Lori Alyea, Kip Poulin, marked on his property and on Middle Road that were
Pat Mitchell, James Reinhard, Cheryl and Trace marked to be taken down. No decisions were made
Robertson, Dallas Landry, Brenda Stevens, Peter Ford, regarding this.

Superintendent for MSAD #74 Mark Campbell

The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm.
1. David called the meeting to order at 6:28 pm.

These minutes were approved by the Board at the May
2. Mark Campbell discussed the proposed 2026-2027 19 meeting. smr
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Dallas Landry * PO Box 34, North New Portland, ME 04961 * 628-4201 * email: alderswamp2@gmail.com
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New Portland Community Library

Craft Fair / Book and Plant Sale / Reiki / Library Yard Sale

Saturday, June13, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Outdoor vendor spaces just $20 - BYO tent/tables

scan our QR code to reserve your space, or come by the library with your fee by June 11.

Adult Summer Reading Challenge starts now!
Read books from these categories and join fellow readers for a celebration at the library in September.
Reading logs available at the circulation desk or email us for one.

1.) Maine author

2.) biography/memaoir

3.) book written after 2024.

4.) book from the lowest shelf anywhere in your library
5.) book with a number in the title

6.) bonus - any book you choose!

Home - School Hangout will be will be on hiatus as of June 10, resuming September 4.
Kid’s Summer Reading Program June 19 - July 24 on Fridays.

Book Club is also relaxing over the summer, reading a single book, Fairy Tale by our own Stephen King. We'll
resume in September to discuss this book and to plan our list of fall/winter books.

Books by Donation - Fill a bag for $5! Come in and grab several to read during our long summer days, at camp,
at the lake, by the river, or while traveling... it's always a great time to read!

Stepping into Spirit! June 23 at 7:00 pm
Circle discussion group lead by volunteer Donna Churchill. See her details in this issue of New Portlander.

With heartfelt sadness, we bring you news that our beloved reading dog, Finn, crossed the
rainbow bridge. Our condolences to his trusted companion, Joy Dyer. Finn brought great joy to
the children who came to read to him; he will be sorely missed.

Online Catalog:https://opac.libraryworld.com/ then enter Library Name/Password: NPCL. Or Cloud Library app:
login is your library card #. Join the library for free. Come in and get your library card and enjoy two weeks with
each book or DVD you select. If we don't have what you need, we can request books from other Maine libraries
through our Inter-Library Loan system

Submitted: Beth Perera,Volunteer

Stepping into Spirit
A Circle for the Awakened Soul
Join us as we explore the patterns and behaviors we adopt to survive and how to move beyond them.
Past discussions have included the energetic body and its evolution, recognizing the signs and
breadcrumbs that guide us, and reclaiming your power as a sovereign being.

This is grounded, practical conversation for walking in a world of chaos with less fear and more self-awareness.

June 23 | 7:00-8:30 pm at the New Portland Community Library, 899 River Road
Donation: $10 minimum (a portion supports the library). RSVP required to hold your seat

For more information or to reserve a seat:
207-399-1213 or decorles@hotmail.com

Facilitated by Donna Churchill, Spiritual Intuitive and Guide.

Submitted: Donna Churchill



New Portland Churches

New Portland Church News: May has brought us so
many blooming trees and flowers. It brought us some
very wet days, some very hot days, some pretty chilly
days, and eventually, it brought us to June. And here
we are.

This spring has brought some significant change to
the New Portland Community Church. It is one of nine
churches in Maine that were reopened in the late
1940's by ministers associated with the Presbyterian
Church and from that time it has been ‘yoked' with
Fairbanks Union Church in Farmington. Fairbanks
was the larger church and helped the New Portland
churches financially and administratively for many,
many years. We are forever grateful for the friendship
and supportwe have shared over those years. Our joint
services and bible studies and many shared meals have
brought us together and kept us close. We have made
the decision that ‘unyoking’ our congregations would
serve both churches well as each church has its own
vision for moving forward. We will continue to share
our friendship with them and be there to support that
congregation for years to come.

This will not change what our Sunday morning worship
looks like or any of our local activities. We will continue
to be present here in our town and the surrounding
area, offering assistance when asked and reaching out
in hope and understanding to those around us.

We are gradually building our events calendar for
the summer. As usual, there will be two MATE work
groups coming in from ‘away’, one in July and one in
August. We will have a BBQ on the church lawn on July
12 and an Ice Cream Social on August 2. These events
will be free to the community. Details will be coming
out soon. And watch this space for other activities we
might dream up!

Our bottle drive has been so successful that we have
offered a $500 scholarship to a local graduate to help
with ongoing education be it trade school or college.
We will announce our winner in a later New Portlander
article.

This paragraph was in the April church news, but
we're going to leave it in for another month in case
someone missed it. Sometimes events in life can
be overwhelming and it is helpful to reach out to a
minister for guidance, reassurance or just a non-
judgmental ear to hear our troubles. Although we
have no official minister at the New Portland Church,
we do have a rotation of excellent ministers who are
on-call throughout the month to do hospital visits and
cover any spiritual emergencies that might arise in our
community.

If you are in need of help, please call Nan at 628-6061.
As Clerk of Session for the church she can connect you
with the minister who is on call that week.

As always, we would love to see you at coffee hour at
10:30 am with worship following at 11:00 am unless
otherwise noted in the schedule.

If you have any questions about whether a worship
service or any other scheduled event will be canceled
please call Nan at 628-6061.

The list of ministers for the month of June:
June 7 - Pastor Mary Ellen Royce,

June 14 - TBA,

June 21 - Pastor Debby Bliss Bujnocki;
June 28 - Rev. Stan Wheeler, Respectfully...

Submitted: Nan Berry

- A
Western Mountains Baptist Church
(WMBC)

Upcoming Event(s)
Vacation Bible School - Free Event

This summer, children are invited to
experience an exciting adventure at
Vacation Bible School, Emerald Crossing!

June 22 - 26, from 9:00 am to noon

each day, kids will spend an exciting week
exploring Psalm 23 and discovering how God
cares for us as our loving Shepherd.
Designed for children ages 4 - 11, Emerald
Crossing will feature Bible lessons, crafts,
games, music, delicious snacks, and plenty of
opportunities for friendship and fun. Each day
will be packed with activities that encourage
children to grow in faith while making lasting
memories. Families throughout the community
are invited to join us for this special week.
Whether your child has attended Vacation Bible
School before or this will be their first time,
there's something for everyone.

Vacation Bible School will be held at WMBC,
928 Carrabassett Road, New Portland, ME.
Registration will be done in person
on the day of the event.

For more information, please contact
(207) 265-2557.

We look forward to seeing you this summer at
Emerald Crossing!

Submitted: Laurie Quinn

\- J

Kingfield Seniors Group

What a wonderful time we had at our last
meeting! We had a musical program for
Dot Lambert who celebrated her 95th
birthday! Three of her daughters sang and
played piano. We had quite the turnout!
Over 40 people came out to celebrate this
wonderful occasion. Dot is a long time
resident of Kingfield. In fact, she was born
in the building that is currently Annie’s
Market, wow!

Our next meeting will be

June 1 at WBMC at noon.

We start with pot luck, and then we have
the privilege of having Gary and Lois Hall

playing their guitars/mandolins, etc. for us.

Come join us for the fun!! Please feel
free to contact me with any questions
you might have. 207-628-4461.
Hope to see you soon!!!

Nanci Lehto Mahlmann

—

QUO0L'S
FOR

SUMMER

RSU 74 Graduation June 5th
Last Day (Early Release)
Thursday, June 11th

2
0UT

MSAD 58 Students
6raduation Friday, June 5th
Last day Tuesday, June 9th

Superintendent of Schools
May 10, 2026
Dear Residents of New Portland:

At this time, | have presented the 2026-2027 budget
to all select boards in the district. Our district budget
meeting is scheduled for May 20 at 6:00 pm at Carrabec
High School. The referendum vote will be primary
election day, June 9, 2026 with the polling hours being
from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm.

Summary of changes to our 2026-2027 budget:
Reduction in staff: two teaching positions, one ed-tech,
three regular ed, four FTE staff member transferred out
of regular budget to Title |, one bus driver. New staff:
Special education technician 3. Other budget factors of
which to be aware: salary increase range between 3%
to 3.5%, health insurance premiums are up 11.4%, no
major building projects, one school bus.

Budget summary: budget increase of $317,000; state
funds are up $490,000; local share is down just over
$200,000. Budget booklets will be available at your
local town office or may be picked up at the office of
the superintendent in North Anson.

The Policy Committee met on May 6 to review a new
policy on the ban of cellular devices (not limited to
just cell phones). This policy change is necessary to
address new legislation approved and signed into law
this spring and must be enforced beginning August
1, 2026. This law mandates students may not have in
their possession any cellular devices from the time
school begins and until after the dismissal bell at the
close of the school day. The committee also adopted
the recommended policy from MSMA on staff use of
these devices during school hours. The first reading of
these policies is scheduled for June 3 with the second
vote being at the special meeting of the RSU #74 Board
of Directors on June 11.

The next meeting of the Board is scheduled for
June 3, 2026. Respectfully...

Submitted: Mark L. Campbell, Superintendent of Schools



School Board

The May 6 school board meeting was held at CHS.
Food options included a fruit/veggie tray and chocolate
chip cookies. The cookies were quite good.

The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance.

There were some adjustments to the agenda. Two
resignations were added, and an edit was made to the
list of teachers moving from probationary year one
to probationary year two. An executive session was
removed from the agenda.

Presentation: Garrett Schenck fifth grade teacher
Angela Larlee spoke to the board about the plan to
move the current GS playground. The GS staff would
like to move the playground closer to the tar area
behind the building. Doing this would make for easier
supervision, as all the kids would be in one general area
at recess time. They would like to add some features
to the playground, such as rocks, boulders and stumps
for kids to climb on. They would like to take the area
where the playground is currently located and turn that
into an outdoor classroom. The board was supportive
of this plan.

Superintendent Report: The current financial
projection shows the 2025-26 budget will finish up
with roughly $1,000,000 in carryover. Mr. Campbell
said that a van purchase should probably have been
included in the 2026-27 budget, as one of our vans is
closing in on 200,000 miles. Money from the current
budget will be used to purchase a van. Mr. Campbell
recently signed the paperwork for the lighting project.
CHS and CCS will go first. The superintendent met with
Mr. Dostie and the CHS staff on May 4 to discuss the
2026-27 schedule. There will be an Elective Fair in the
coming days, and the goal is more classes will then be
added to the schedule. The JMG closing ceremony was
held on April 30, and Mr. Campbell was complimentary
about the work the students had done. He encouraged
board members to look at the poster boards that were
displayed in the CHS cafeteria. The board will again
have a June meeting designed to honor support staff,
teachers, admin and community members. There
will be a staff barbeque on June 12. Board members
were invited to attend and serve. A committee will
be formed for the purpose of filling the GSS principal
position. The committee will look over applications
next week. | believe, May 16 was listed as a day for
potential interviews.

After Mr. Campbell finished his report, a board
member asked about the plan for eighth graders to
move to CHS in 2026-27. The superintendent said he
was “putting the brakes on that.”

Resignations (effective at the end of the school year):
Jack Kaplan - CHS Phys Ed; Sarah Dutch - 6th Grade,
CCS; Shelby Obert - Phys Ed, Solon/GS; Shannon
Richards - 5th Grade, CCS. Mr. Campbell noted that
after Mr. Kaplan's many years, his departure would be
a loss for the district. He wished the other departing
teachers well.

Nomination: Anthony Perron - Mechanic

Admin Reports: Scott Hall, Jean Butler, and Chris Roux
chose not to add to their reports. Tammy Wyman
answered a question about the recent special ed
audit. She stated it went well. There were a few minor
corrections to make, but nothing that was a huge
concern. Geoff Case gave board members a Six Word
Memoir book, and he thanked Karen Pease for her
work to bring about the book and the event. A board
member commended the CHS baseball team’s new
uniforms. Rachel Merrill said local individuals had
donated money to buy them. Another board member
said the CHS track was in much better condition thaniin
years past, and appreciated recent initiatives to bring
about community involvement. Administrators were
commended on the quality of their board reports.
They were judged to be brief yet comprehensive.
Committees: There were no committee reports.

Public: No one spoke.

Teachers Moving from Probationary to Continuing
Contract: Kimberly Pooler, Keane Carlin, Cally Chick,
Aaron Welch, Sarah Lent, Jennifer Meade

Teachers Moving from First Year Probationary to
Second Year Probationary: Kayla Starr, Kelly Vicneire,
Angela Dunton

Changes to Eval System: Teachers who choose the
professional development option on their evaluations
need nine hours in year one, and nine hours in
year two. Going forward, they will be allowed to get
eighteen hours over the two year period without a
minimum number each year. The board approved the
change. However, many board members expressed
unhappiness with the current eval process. There was
a sense the whole process needs to undergo revision.
Mr. Campbell promised to work in that direction
starting in September.

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 6:22 pm.

Submitted: David Ela,
President of Carrabec Educational Association

A NAVCOG  ENnVIROSERVE

WESTERN MAINE
ENVIRONMENTAL DEPOT

The AVCOG Regional

Household Hazardous Waste
Program is supported by USDA Rural Development and this

event is available for the following participating towns:

Andover, Auburn, Bethel, Buckfield, Byron,
Carrabassett Valley, Canton, Dixfield, Eustis,

Farmington, Greenwood, Hanover, Jay, Kingfield,

Leeds, Lewiston, Livermore, Livermore Falls,

Mexico, Newry, Norway, Oftisfield, Oxford, Paris,

Peru, Rangeley, Roxbury, Rumford, Sumner,

Weld, West Paris, Wilton, Woodstock and Oxford

County townships!

IMPORTANT:
can bring to events.

Cash or check only.

Some towns may limit the amounts residents
Residents may be required to pay $42/unit*.

Be sure to check with your town.
*a unitis 5 gal or liquid or 20 Ibs of solid

For more information please contact AVCOG at 783-9186

2026 Kingfield Hazardous Waste Event

Kingfield Transfer Station
305 Lexington Rd, Kingfield

Sat. June 27th 9:00am-12:00pm

[Access to event by participating towns only

Lewiston Environmental Depot (8 am — 11:45 am) - open to all residents

Satellite Locations: (9 am—noon) - open to participating town residents only

Full schedule of 2026 HHW events:

Environmental Environmental WiltonTransfer
5/16  Depot, Lewiston 718 Depot, Lewiston 8/22 Station

Northern Oxford Norway/Paris Bethel Public
6/6 Regional SW Facility 7125 Transfer Station | 8/29 Works

Envi tal EustisTransfer Environmental
6/20 nwronmen_a 8/15 i 919 Depot, Lewiston

Depot, Lewiston Station p Wi

8/15 Environmental 10/17 Environmental
Depot, Lewiston Depot, Lewiston

6/27 Kingfield

Transfer Station

Thank you for your continued support!

Disinfectants

Fire Extinguishers

Flea control/Rat Poison
Furniture/Metal Polish
Smoke Detectors

Hobby:

Artists’ Paints/ Mediums
Chemistry Sets
Formalin/Formaldehyde
Gun Cleaning Solvents
Photography Chemicals
Rubber Cement

Paint:
Home/Automotive Thinners,
Stains, Strippers

Primers / Wood Preservatives

Drain OpenersDegreasers,

What to bring:
Home: Garage:
Aerosol Cans (not empty) automotive fluids
Cleaners lighter fluid

Driveway Sealer
Fiberglass Epoxy
Muriatic Acid
roofing tar
Battery acid

car wax

Thermostats/Thermometers ~ waste fuel (gas, kerosene,

diesel)

Lawn/Outdoor:

Bug Sprays / insecticides
Fertilizers

Pesticides

Fungicide

pool chemicals

RhACTIVF FI AMMABLE
als !

2 Propane Cy! nd ers
Generally, products labeled: Caution, Corrosive, Danger,
Flammable, Toxic, Volatile, or Warning are accepted.
Not sure about something? Call AVCOG at 783-9186

How to Transport ltems:

v All items must be in sealed containers. If leaking, wrap in a plastic
bag and place in separate box.

v Tighten caps and lids.
v Leave materials in the original labeled container if possible.

v Pack containers in sturdy, upright boxes and pad with paper
v Sort and pack separately: paints, pesticides, cleaners.

v Place materials in in vehicle, preferably in the trunk. Take care to
keep the box(es) from tipping over in the vehicle

v~ On arrival, please stay in your car. Trained staff will inspect and
remove materials from your car for you.

v NEVER MIX CHEMICALS v NO SMOKING

—
What NOT fo bring

X Asbestos: Contact
These can be recycled at your f| Dept.of Environmental

Protection
1-800-452-1942

local transfer station

X Batteries

X Fireworks
X explosives
X ammunition

Computers
Electronics

X pharmaceutical waste:
check with pharmacy

X
X
X Lightbulbs
X Televisions

X Commercial/IndustrialWaste

X Biological Waste: Contact Local Hospital

N— 7




