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Phone: 628-4441 ¢ Fax: 628-4440 J/ \L

Town Office Contact Information and Hours of Operation:

Town Manager

Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday............ucceeesereeenne 10am - 5pm
TRUMSAQY ovvvvevvirriiciieeieesiseesisse i ssissssssssssssseseses 12pm - 6pm

Town Manager/CEO: Stacie Rundlett v The town office will be closed on Monday,
=00 1| newportlandtownmanager@gmail.com

Deputy Town Manager: Lori Alyea

EMaIl o townofnewportland@gmail.com February 16 in observance of President's Day.
Office hours: Same as the Town office hours

Town Clerk: Jacob Pinkham / Deputy Town Clerk: Lori Alyea
EMail oo newportlandtownclerk@gmail.com

T Y Vv Starting February 1, there will be a late fee

LPI: Dan Gilbert - 207-938-3866

Assessor’s Agent: Audra Swanson charged for unlicensed dogs.
WEANESAY.....vounrverreerriireriisessissessisessessssssssssssseseses 10am - 2pm

=39 11 RN newportlandassessor@gmail.com

Fire Department: Chief Kip Poulin
P P Vv Just a friendly reminder the 2026 municipal

Animal Control Officer: Stacie Rundlett - 491-8007

p— ?Wmm" voting day is Friday, March 6 from 10:00 am

* Selectmen’s Meeting
1st Tuesday & 3rd Monday of each month........ 6:30pm

* New Portland Fire Department Meeting
2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month..................... 6:30pm to 6:00 pm. And our annual town meeting is

* Library Board of Trustees Meeting
2nd Saturday of the month ........ccovvvvvnninincnenes 9am

* Planning Board Meeting . . .
1st Wednesday of the Month .......................cccc. 6:30pm Saturday, March 7 at 9:00 am in the fire station.

* New Portland Water District
2nd Wednesday of each month........c..c.ccceeeeee. 6:30pm

* School Board Meeting
1st Wednesday of each month ........ccccccevvieinnienns 6pm

* New Portland Community Library
Tuesday & Friday ......cocovvevivereniereieenes 9:00am - 12pm
Wednesday
Thursday...........

SALUIAAY .eevevierereieieieieieieieteieie et

* Kingfield-New Portland Transfer Station
Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday........... 7:30am - 4:30pm Submitted: Stacie Rundlett, Town Manager

* New Portland Post Office Customer Service Hours
Monday - Friday 7am - 9am & 2pm - 4pm

SALUIAAY vttt 7am - 10:30 am \\ ff




Selectmen

Selectmen's Notes: On January 19 and 27, 2026 at 6:30
pm, the selectmen held an informational public hearing
in the meeting room at the fire station. On the January
27, the public hearing was followed by a special town
meeting. What's up you may ask?

Remember the damaging huge floods we had
in 2023? Those flood waters washed out culverts,
damaged many areas of our dirt roads. That resulted in
over 180,000 dollars in repair work

Since the floods, we have been working with FEMA
for reimbursement funds. With the help of Ron Nunes
who was road commissioner at the time of the floods,
we have finally received all of our FEMA funds.

Much of the work on the damaged roads were
repaired during the summer maintenance program
of the years of 2023, 2024 and 2025. All of this work
was paid for by our summer road budgets. Some new
repairs were requested by FEMA, like the rocking in
the ditches on New Portland Hill Road, larger culverts
around the town, graveling on certain hills, etc.

So now that FEMA has signed off on all projects
and has given us all of our funding, and the road
commissioner was frugal with budgets, the select
board was tight with funds, we have some capital to
work with which will not come from taxation.

The Town now has $125,000 in Fema
reimbursement funds. The spending of this money
is up to the select board'’s discretion. We hope to
purchase a new Ford F550 with snow plow set up for
$75,000 dollars. This is a small dump truck that will be
very useful to our town. The truck’s sticker price is near
$98,000; this is a good deal.

The truck will be used for summer maintenance for
now. It will be able to pull the newly rebuilt rock rake in
the spring, help with brush cutting, some gravel work,
tow a calcium spreader to coat roads after grading and
more. This purchase is similar to when we brought the
grader. We will no longer need to pay state rate to use
someone’s private equipment. It will save money in the
long run.

This will leave $50,000 in FEMA reimbursement
money. All this money is in surplus, thus the reason
for the special town meeting. The selectmen need
approval to take money out of surplus. At the time of
writing this article, we do not know the outcome of the
two meeting.

Remember that there is a small food cupboard at

the library if you find yourself in need. No judgment
just come get help. Open same hours as library.

Our annual town meeting is March 7. Voting for
town positions is March 6; both take place at the fire
station. Please attend if possible.

Submitted: Janet White, Ray Poulin, Dave Veilleux - Selectrmen

Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes: December 15, 2025

Roster/ Selectmen: Raymond Poulin, Janet White,
David Veilleux; Town Manager: Stacie Rundlett, Lori
Alyea

1. Janet called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.

2. The board reviewed the minutes from the previous
meeting. Raymond motioned to accept the minutes
as written, David seconded and all were in favor.

3. Department Heads: None

4. ltems by the Town Manager: The board reviewed
and signed the payroll and A/P warrants.

5. Items by the Board of Selectmen: The board
briefly discussed money for the addition, a gate
for the Sand Salt Shed driveway and funds for the
recreation. They briefly went over a preliminary
draft of the proposed 2026 budget spreadsheet.

6. Items by the Public: None

The meeting was adjourned at 7:04 pm.

These minutes were approved by the board at the January 19
meeting. smr

Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes: January 6, 2026

Roster/ Selectmen: Raymond Poulin, Janet White,
David Veilleux, Town Manager: Stacie Rundlett,
Lori Alyea, David Cary, James Reinhard, Valencia
Schubert, Betrand Dyer, Jr., Pat Mitchell, Kip Poulin

1. Janet called the meeting to order at 6:35 pm.

2. Department Heads: a.) Kip discussed with the
board that there are approximately 20 thousand
dollars in outstanding invoices for repairs done on
the fire trucks. The business owner was supposed
to send them and we still have not received them.
Stacie would reach out to the business owner so
we could get the invoices and get them paid. Kip
discussed with the board his proposed budget
for 2026. He also discussed the need for new

NEW PORTLANDER article submission deadline is December 20 by 4:00 pm.
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turnout gear and the bottles for SCBA as their life
span is ending and there is a need for new ones
to be compliant. They discussed options for these
items. There was also a brief discussion regarding
possible assistance from the county for gear/
equipment/fire truck. No decisions were made. b.)
Pat Mitchell reviewed with the board his proposed
budget for 2026. And there was a discussion on
the need for a truck for summer roads and a
small sander. The board authorized him to start
looking for these items and that they would use
revenue from the FEMA/MEMA funds received. Pat
also discussed with the board that he is going to
be working with the USDA representative to find

7 \
Kingfield Seniors Group

Calling all seniors!! We have started the new
year singing, literally! On our last meeting,
January 5, Lois and Gary Hall played their
guitars/mandolin and sang for us. Food was
wonderful and we had quite a good turn out!!

Kudos for all who braved the cold! Our next

out about possible grant or low interest loans for
a building for the beginnings of a Public Works
department.

. Items by the Town Manager: a.) The board

reviewed and signed the payroll and A/P warrants.
They asked Stacie to contact the company that
gave a quote for a gate to the Sand Salt Shed and
let the owner know we are holding off until we

can confirm plans for an additional building in the
same area to house public works equipment, etc.
They also asked Stacie to inquire with MMA about
an insurance claim regarding the damages done to
a fire truck last fall.

. Items by the Board of Selectmen: The board

reviewed the preliminary draft of the proposed
budget spread sheets. Stacie apologized for

not having more information for them and they
scheduled an additional meeting to work solely

on the proposed budget for Thursday, January, 14
at 6:00 pm. They asked Stacie to make sure that

it was posted. Stacie discussed her thoughts on

the 2026 Spirit of America award to be the library
to recognize the members for their hard work
volunteering to make the library a place to gather,
learn, and read. The board was in agreement and
stated if there was a chance to have more than one
awardee to have David Cary and James Reinhard as
well. Stacie stated she would look into that and get

meeting is scheduled for Monday February
2. Our entertainment will be Wayne from the
group Thrive. Some of you might be familiar
because they have played at Webster Hall in
Kingfield.

Come join us! If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to call me. We meet at
noon at the Western Mountains Baptist Church
located on 27N bordering New Portland and
Kingfield. Remember, this is not a church group
and you need not be a Kingfield resident. All
are welcome!! Looking forward to seeing you.

Nanci Lehto Mahlmann 207 628 4461

Submitted: Nanci Lehto Mahlmann

B r

back to them.

5. Items by the Public: The library's representative
Valencia Schubert went over the request for
funds for 2026. The board was very receptive and
thanked the library board members for all of their
hard work.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.
These minutes were approved by the Board at the January 19

meeting. smr

Submitted: Stacie Rundlets, Town Manager

Announcements

Hello, my fellow New Portlanders. Once again, | am
running for a seat on the selectmen board. This will
be my fifth time running for this appointment, and if |
win, it will be 18 years on the board.

| enjoy being your selectmen. | bring a great deal of
knowledge to the table. | will always do what | believe
will be good for all citizens of our beautiful town. This
will be the last time | do run for this office. For it's time
to enjoy my retirement.

| am so proud of the respect that you have shown



me by electing me all these years. Please vote for Janet
White on March 6, 2026 at the fire station.

I am also looking for someone that would like to
take over the flower beds at the town office grounds.
It includes planting annuals, weeding, watering, adding
and changing out dirt. Doesn't take a lot of time but
does take constant attention. My husband Roger and
| have done this for thirty years and have enjoyed it. If
interested please come to a selectmen's meeting and
we can talk. Thank you.

Submitted: Janet White

Three years ago through a write in vote | was
elected to represent the town of New Portland as a
representative to the board of directors for RSU 74. |
accepted the challenge and found | enjoyed the work
and the challenge.

My three year term is ending in June of 2026. |
have turned in nomination papers for another three
year term. | am asking for your continued support
in this position with your vote on March 6, 2026. |
sincerely hope to continue this representation for our
community. Thank you.

Submitted: Dallas Landry

Superintendent RSU 74

January 13, 2026

Dear New Portland Residents,

The new calendar year has started nicely. Students
and staff have returned to classes and are focused on
their studies. The younger students will be doing their
winter NWEA assessment shortly. The results will be
used to modify intervention strategies as necessary
and provide teachers with a general sense of how
their students are doing for being midway through the
school year.

The Policy Committee will meet January 14 to review
one policy, Student Representative to the School
Board. As well, this committee is going to be asked to
review the Strategic Plan for the district. | am not sure
when this was last reviewed, but if this committee
feels the need to address areas within this plan, we
will call a full board workshop meeting to discuss how
and when the document will be updated.

This Wednesday, the Buildings/Grounds/
Transportation Committee will be meeting to make
final recommendations for the 2026-2027 budgets for
these. In November the full board gave administration
permission to seek approval from the state to
purchase two buses in the coming budget. We have

received confirmation from the DOE that we have
been approved. A reminder that the district has to
pay for the buses up front and will be reimbursed in
the following year(s). As well, we will be traveling to
Mill Stream School in RSU 54 to meet with officials
from a company we are considering to replace all the
lighting fixtures in all buildings. In 2021, the State of
Maine enacted legislation that basically does away
with halogen lighting fixtures. Over the past four years,
companies and districts were given a grace period to
make the changes as spare parts previously shelved
permitted us to buy replacement parts during this
period. As of January 1, we no longer have that as
an option and must make the switch from halogen
fixtures to LED fixtures. We will see and hear how
the changeover will reduce our energy consumption
by 83%. The costs for the new fixtures are recouped
over the next seven years in electricity cost savings
according to the company and Efficiency Maine.

Budget work will continue over the next few
weeks so the Finance Committee can review
an initial draft of the 2026-2027 budget in early
February. The governor’s budget continues 55%
funding foreducation. The Finance Committee will
review the budget draft with numbers from the
state on funding to put together a budget to provide
educational programs for the students in RSU 74. At
this submission we have not received our EDU 279;
the official document from the Maine Department of
Education that informs us on our state funding for the
coming fiscal year.

Until my February report, please do not hesitate
to reach out if you have any questions about what is
happening in your schools. Sincerely...

Submitted: Mark. L. Campbel], Superintendent of Schools

School Board

The January 7 school board meeting was held
at CCS. Food options included a veggie tray, which
appears to be the main course at all CCS board
meetings, and chocolate chip cookies. | ate six
cookies. | tried to avoid making eye contact with the
veggie tray.

The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
Adjustments to the Agenda: One resignation was
added to the agenda. One nomination was removed,

as the candidate withdrew.

Minutes: The minutes of the December meeting
were approved.

Presentation: There is interest from some board
members in having a School Resource Officer in RSU




74. Mike Pike, the SRO for SAD 59, spoke to the board
about what an SRO does in a school system. Mr. Pike
has been in his current SRO role since late 2024. He
finds working with students to be rewarding, and he
says this is the best job he has ever had. He spends
about 50% of his time in RSU 59 at the 7-12 junior/
senior high school, and 25% each at the 3-6 middle
school and the preK-2 elementary school.

Obviously, a key aspect of the job is law
enforcement and helping to bring a feeling of safety.
There have been situations where he has made
arrests in this role. However, in other situations such
as if a student has a vape, he does not go the legal
route. Instead, he counsels the student, and educates
about the danger of vaping. Often he can be found
in classrooms presenting on topics such as bullying
and self-esteem. His background in law enforcement
allows him to help in the development and
implementation of emergency preparedness, safety
plans and drills. During non school times, the SRO still
has responsibilities. He patrols in Madison and helps
with the rec department. Since he began as SRO, there
have been fewer juvenile-related 911 calls in Madison.

He is employed by Somerset County. The cost is
$120,000. A grant picks up one-third of the cost, and
SAD 59 and the town of Madison each pick up one-
third of the cost. Madison, Skowhegan and Fairfield
are the only Somerset County school districts with full-
time SROs. Pittsfield has a half-time position.

Appointment: Jim Davis - CHS baseball. In response
to a board member’s question, the superintendent
stated Mr. Davis was the best candidate at this time to
help maintain continuity in the baseball program.

Resignations: Paige Giroux - Title One Ed Tech, GS;
Lynn Cary - School Board Member, New Portland

Nominations: Jordan Enos - Ed Tech One (Special
Ed), CCS; Haley Davis - Ed Tech One, CCS; Jennifer
Prickett - Ed Tech Two (Special Ed), GS; Kaiya Jefferies
- Ed Tech Two (Special Ed), CCS; Kelsie Walter - Ed
Tech One, GS; Alesia Poissonier - Ed Tech One (Special
Ed), GS; Gabrielle Lord - Ed Tech, GS. A nominee's
name appeared on the agenda for the CHS Guidance
Secretary/Registrar position. In between the printing of
the agenda and the meeting, the candidate withdrew.
Mr. Campbell has approved a transfer request, and
Nicole Shamaly will move into that role.

Superintendent Report: 1.) Mr. Campbell told
the board that he is looking into the idea of RSU
74 establishing a day treatment program. Student
needs have become more challenging, and when it
is necessary to do an out of district placement, the
costs are very high. He and Mr. Roux are exploring
what buildings in RSU 74 territory might be suitable,
and the Embden Community Center was one that was
mentioned. This is only in the exploration phase. There

is no planin place as of now. 2.) There is legislation
that will require RSU 74 to replace most, if not all,

of the lights in the schools. This will come at quite

a cost, but the reps for various lighting companies
have alleged the costs would be offset by energy
savings in a relatively short time. One quote predicted
an 83% reduction in energy consumption with new
lighting. These figures seemed quite optimistic. When
dealingwith the Soviet Union, Ronald Reagan went
with the approach that the US should “trust but verify”.
The Buildings and Grounds Committee plans to make
a roadtrip to Mill Stream Elementary in Norridgewock
on January 14. That school has updated its lighting

in recent years, and the superintendent and board
members would like to get info from RSU 54 regarding
their experience in upgrading their lighting and just
how much cost savings there has been. 3.) The school
district recently sent out a survey to all home-school
families to get a better understanding of why those
families chose home-schooling instead of public
school. Three responses were returned.

Admin Reports: Scott Hall did not add to his
written report. Jean Butler gave a revised certification
handbook to the board and asked them to review it.
The board will vote on the revisions at the February
board meeting. Tammy Wyman did not add to her
written report. Geoffrey Case said the dioramas at the
board table were created by Mrs. Schanz' third grade
students. He added Jason Tardy will present an anti-
bullying program for k-5, 6-8, and 9-12 on January 14.
There will also be a performance for the community
that evening. Bruce Dostie thanked the community for
their support, and he said he was blessed to work for
RSU 74. Rachel Merrill gave a sports update. The CHS
girls' basketball team (as of January 7) had a record of
7-1, and the boys’ basketball team was 5-3. Chris Roux
told board members if they had any questions about
lights to reach out to him. The student representative
Henry Lindeman said the winter sports season was off
to a good start.

Committees: No committees met during December.

Public Participation: No one spoke.

Policies, Second Reading: The board approved
the second reading of policies dealing with Student
Discipline, Parent Involvement, Code of Conduct,
Service Animals in the Schools, Accountability -
Reporting to the Public, Evaluation of Professional
Staff, Unexpired Term Fulfillment/Vacancies, Board
Declared Vacancy Caused by Absenteeism.

Breakfast After the Bell: The board voted not to
take part in the Breakfast After the Bell Program. This
has been the practice for the school district, as the



program would require the district to add additional
staff. In addition to the cost factor, all students are
currently offered breakfast upon arrival at school. If a
student arrives after breakfast, but still wants it, that
student will be fed.

Executive Sessions: Two executive sessions were on
the agenda; they were removed.

Adjournment: The meeting ended at 6:55 pm.

Submitted: Dave Ela, President of Carrabec Teachers Association

New Portland Community Library

Happy February, New Portland! So much is
happening at the library right now. We are working
diligently cataloging online records, adding new
titles, organizing our workspace, updating policies/
procedures/hangbooks, and working on the annual
report. We hope to share the latest information with
you at the budget meeting, so you can see what your
tax dollars are funding.

In 2026, our Homeschool Hangout group has begun
focusing on STEM/STEAM programming. We have
plenty of space for more kiddos, so if it's something
you've been thinking about, come join us!

| want to welcome our two latest volunteers,
Oceanna Miller and Donna Churchill. Both ladies read
about our need, and stepped up to help! Thank you,
ladies! We greatly appreciate your assistance and
jumping right onto our team! Stop in and say hi!

Starting in March, Donna will begin hosting a
sharing circle, Stepping Into Spirit: Loving the Self Back
Into Coherence, at the NPCL. Each voice is honored.
No one is above another. We gather not to teach, but
to witness, to remember, and to walk together. You
are already whole. You are already welcome. The
cirlce will meet once a month on a weeknight after
library hours. Donna will share the date and more
information about the group with the community next
month.

The Book Club will meet in February (TBD) from
5:00 - 6:30 pm. February's book is Kindred by Octavia
Butler. Copies are available at the library! Feel free to
bring an item to contribute to the potluck or just bring
yourself! Didn't read the book? Come anyway! It's a
great time to fellowship and meet new people.

Don't forget, if you snowshoe to get out and about
and visit the StoryWalk in the Whitten Woods by the
Wire Bridge.

We're currently raffling a “day for two’ at Cobb’s
Pierce Pond Camps! This prize is available anytime

from May through September. You can swim, fish,
hike, or simply relax! The winner gets a choice of a
boat/motor or canoe, along with lunch provided by
the phenomenal kitchen crew! Thank you, Andy, for
donating such a great prize! Tickets are $3 each, 4 for
$10, or 25 for $50! The raffle will go from December
through February, so don't miss out!

Keep your eyes and ears open for our next bake
sale. We haven't decided on an official date, but it
seems it will be in March. We appreciate your patience
with our indecisiveness on the date at this time.
Upcoming Events: Tech Help is available with Scarlett
by appointment. Lego Club - Saturday., February 7,
10:00 - 11:00 am and Wednesday, February 18, 4:00 -
5:00 pm; every Friday 10:00 - 11:00 am is Homeschool
Hangout; Read to Finn on Friday, Feb. 13, 11:00 am
- noon; reiki with Michelle on Saturday February 14
from 9:00 am - 11:30 am; February/March bake sale:
date TBD 9:00 am - 2:00 pm.

Submitted: Mindy Newman, Library Director

New Portland Churches

New Portland Church news for February 2026:
Winter is well on its way to being halfway through. We
still have plenty of time for outdoor winter sports and
some snowmobiling (best with more snow!), but the
promise of spring is not too far away.

In January there were a few cancellations for
messy weather. One worship service was cancelled as
well as our first Warming Wednesday of the season
was cancelled not because of weather but because
of a wide-spread power outage which would have
made heating the church and our lunch somewhat
difficult! We are scheduled to have our next Warming
Wednesday on February 4 from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm.
We will try to do our soup ‘cook-off’ again on that
date. Come prepared to sample a few delicious soups,
chowders or stews. And bring a friend!

Otherwise, the month looks quiet and peaceful. Not
too many activities scheduled. We would love to see
you at coffee hour at 10:30 am with worship following
at 11:00 am unless otherwise noted in the schedule.

If you have any questions about whether the worship
service or the Wednesday luncheon will be cancelled
please call Nan at 628-6061.

The list of ministers for the month of February:

February 1 - Pastor MaryEllen Royce; February 8 -
Drew Goodridge; February 15 - Debby Bliss Bujnocki;
February 22 - Rev. Stan Wheeler, Communion Sunday.
Respectfully...

Submitted: Nan Berry
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Wire Bridge Sno-Travelers

The January meeting was called to order with
12 members present.

The secretary and treasurer’'s reports were
read and accepted.

The treasurer reported he has been working
on making it so the club is sales tax exempt. The
paperwork has been submitted to the federal
government for processing. When the federal
government approves, then the paperwork will
be sent to the state for their processing. He also
reported that he has applied for a credit account
with Prinorth and is applying for a credit card for
the club.

The Trail Master reported all three groomers
have been out packing the trails and moving
blowdowns, but we still need more snow to
cover rocks and other obstacles in the trails.

Old Business: The gift card to help purchase
food for baskets at Christmas time was
delivered. A huge thanks goes out to Zach and
Dave Cary and all the others who have helped in
getting the groomers and drags ready to use this
season.

New Business: The Somerset Land Trust
asked if someone could plow an area near the
entrances to the land they have in New Portland.
One of the members offered to do this. The
Trust stated they are still looking for donations
to help purchase the land near Parson’s Bridge
on the Katy Crotch Road. Some discussion was
held about some possible ideas to help them
with raising the funds.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:03 pm. Our
next meeting will be Saturday, February 14 at
6:30 pm at the fire station meeting room.

Submitted: Joyce Knowles

! r
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