NEW PORTLANDER

INFORMATION IS THE CURRENCY OF DEMOCRACY — THOMAS JEFFERSON

The Town of New Portland is an equal opportunity employer and service provider.

DOUG KERR PHOTO

TOWN OFFICE INFORMATION
Phone: 628-4441 ¢ Fax: 628-4440

Town Office Contact Information and Hours of Operation:

Office Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday
THUrSAQY cvvoveverieeiieceieeiiseenes
First Saturday of the Mmonth ........cc.coveeeneevneeriinnceninne.
(except Dec, Jan., Feb, Mar. and permitting it's not a holiday weekend)

Town Manager/CEO, Deputy Clerk: Stacie Rundlett
EMQl.eeeoiieiiieeiseneciesisesisssessissseenens nwprtind@tds.net

EMAILetrriirieeeseeeeiiseseesessssssssssssesssssssssssseees nwprtind@tds.net
LPI: Leo Mayo - 566-7341

Assessor's Agent: Audra Swanson
WEANESAY.....vourverreireeieeiieeiiseesissessiseeesssesssseseens 10am - 3pm
EMail oo newportlandassessor@gmail.com

Fire Department: Chief Kip Poulin
Animal Control Officer: Keith Mudgett, Jr. - Cell: (207) 248-2874

— Bemenmdber...

E-mail: nwprtind@tds.net | Mailing Address: Town of New Portland, 901 River Road, New Portland, Maine 04961

Visit the Town of New Portland’s web page at newportlandmaine.org

PUBLICATION VOLUME 27 ®* NUMBER 8 °® FEBRUARY 1, 2021

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

* Selectmen’s Meeting
1st Tuesday & 3rd Monday of each month ....... 6:30pm

* New Portland Fire Department Meeting

2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month.........cccc....... 6:30pm
* Library Board of Trustees Meeting

2nd Tuesday of the Month .........ccccevvvecnnicennenee. 6pm
* Planning Board Meeting

1st Wednesday of the month........ccccovveevrninnee 6:30pm
* New Portland Water District

2nd Wednesday of each month........ccccccceeuenenne 6:30pm

* School Board Meeting
1st Wednesday of each month ........cccceeevvvninine 6pm

* Recreation Committee
1st Thursday of each month .........ccccevveennines 6:30pm

* New Portland Community Library
Winter Hours - September 1 to May 31

TUESAAY vvvveveeeieiririeiresietsesis et 9am - Noon
Wednesday ...4pm - 6pm
TRUISAAY ..t 1pm -3pm
SALUFAAY .vvvevierereierereierereie ettt 9am - Noon
* Kingfield-New Portland Transfer Station
Wednesday, Saturday, Sunday........... 7:30am - 4:30pm

* New Portland Post Office Customer Service Hours
Monday - Friday 7am - 9am, 2pm - 4pm
SATUIAAY .evevviereieieieieieieie et 7am - 10:30am

The Board of Selectmen of New Portland is accepting
bids for the purchase of the municipality’s interest in New
Portland's tax-acquired properties. Each bid must be in writing
and in a sealed envelope marked “Tax sale bid” on the
outside. Each bid may be for one property only; any person
wishing to bid on several properties must submit a separate
bid for each one. The Board of Selectmen must receive all bids
no later than 5 o’clock pm on February 15, 2021. Late bids will
not be opened or considered. (Bids can be left in the locked
dropbox by Town Office front door.)

Each bid must also include the bidder's name, mailing
address and phone number and must be accompanied by
a deposit in the form of a certified check or money order,
in an amount equal to or greater than 10% of the bid price.
Each successful bidder's deposit will be credited to the total
purchase price for that parcel. Deposits will be returned to
the unsuccessful bidders. Any bid, which does not contain the
proper deposit, will be rejected.

Bids will be opened, reviewed and awarded by the
Selectmen at the Town Office on February 15th at 6:30 p.m. The
Board of Selectmen reserves the right to accept or reject any
and all bids as they deem best for the town. Each successful
bidder shall have 30 days from the date of the bid acceptance
in which to complete the purchase. Each property will be
conveyed by a quitclaim deed without covenants. In the event
that a successful bidder fails, for any reason, to complete the
purchase in the time stated, the bid acceptance is void and the
bidder's deposit shall be forfeited to the Town. The Board of
Selectmen may thereafter negotiate a sale of the property with
any or all-unsuccessful bidders.

The properties for sale are described on the Towns Tax
Maps as:

Map 016 Lot 017 - Land on Carrabassett Rd. (RE # 256)
Map 016 Lot 016-005 - Land Only on Chick Rd. (RE# 1104)
Map 002 Lot 028 - Land River Rd. (RE#668)

Map 008 Lot 010-002- Land on Carrabassett Rd. (RE#1149)

The tax maps and other public information concerning
the properties may be reviewed at the Town Office during
its normal business hours, which are Monday through
Wednesday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm and Thursdays 12:00 pm to
6:00 pm.

Andrea Reichert, Chairman, Board of Selectmen



Town of New Portland

A Note of Sadness

Deputy Town Manager/Administrative Assistant

The Town of New Portland is currently accepting
applications for a part time Deputy Town Manager/
Administrative Assistant. This position is a part-time position
of approximately 27 hours a week and works directly under
the Town Manager. The duties of this position include
dealing directly with the public processing of motor vehicle
registrations, issuing IF & W registrations and licenses,
handling Town funds, and accepting tax payments. Work
will involve a variety of bookkeeping, data processing, cash
management and clerical functions. The successful candidate
will demonstrate friendliness, tact, diplomacy, professional
appearance and follow certain protocol for privacy on some
matters of business. They will also have excellent attention
to detail, have good computer skills and a strong ability
to work as a team member with fellow employees. Prior
experience with TRIO is a plus. Training will be provided.

Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.
Please send resume, three references, and cover letter to:

Deputy Town Manager Search

Atten: Stacie Rundlett, Town Manager, 901 River Road,
New Portland, ME 04961

Application materials may also be dropped off at the
Town Office or emailed directly to the Town Manager at
newportlandtownmanager@gmail.com

The Town of New Portland is an equal opportunity
employer.

Town Announcement

The Town of New Portland will be holding its Annual Town
Meeting on Saturday, March 6 at 9:00 am. Due to the Maine
CDC guidelines, the meeting this year will be slightly different
than what we are used to seeing. Due to the amount of
space which we have to utilize, we will have to place some
attendees in the community room and some attendees in
the bays of the fire station. Masks will be MANDATORY. And
we must practice social distancing! We will be televising
the meeting from the community room into the bay area
allowing for those who are in that area to hear and see what
is taking place, as well as communicating any questions,
comments, and participating in the meeting as a resident of
New Portland. Thank you for working with us to be compliant
and in keeping others safe. We hope to see you there.

If you should have any questions or concerns, please
contact me during office hours at 628-4441. Respectfully ...

Stacie Rundlets, Town Manager, Town of New Portland

The New Portland Water District is saddened by the
passing of Trustee Gary Cobb. Gary was a valuable part as a
founding member of the New Portland Water District before
it actually becoming the Water District. We thank him for
his committed service to this community. He will be greatly
missed. Our thoughts are with his wife Betty and the entire
family.

Sincerely, Don Edes and Lisa Beane

Town Clerk

You can start requesting absentee ballots for the 2021
Municipal Election now. The last day to request an absentee
ballot, including a ballot voted in the presence of the clerk
is Thursday, February 25, 2021, unless the voter completes
a special circumstances application, stating one of the four
allowable reasons for requesting an absentee ballot after
this deadline. The four reasons are as follows:

+ Anunexpected absence from the municipality during the entire
time the polls are open on election day;

+ Aphysical disability;

+ Aninability to travel to the polls because the voter is a resident
of a coastal island ward or precinct;

+ Anincapacity of iliness that has resulted in the voter being
unable to leave home or a treatment facility.
This special circumstances application must be signed by
the voter

If you have any questions you can contact the Town Office
at 628-4441 or by email: newportlandtownclerk@gmail.com

The 2021 Municipal Election will be held Friday, March, 5,
2021. Polls open at 10:00 am and close at 6:00 pm.

Reminder that our Annual Town Meeting is Saturday,
March 6, 2021 at 9:00 am. Location TBD to meet Maine CDC
guidelines. Please look for posting regarding this on the
town's website, town office, post office and the town’s FB

page.
Town Manager

Please keep in mind that it is that time of year again,
and we are stressing that you DO NOT plow, snow blow, or
shovel snow or slush into the public roadways. This is a State
of Maine law and causes roads to become more dangerous.
If you have a complaint please direct them to the Town
Office. This is to help keep a running log of complaints that
are made. You can reach the office by telephone at 207-628-
4441 or by email at nwprtind@tds.net.

Submitted: Stacie Rundlets, Town Manager

NEW PORTLANDER article submission deadline is February 20 by 4:00 pm.

Any articles, submissions, information for publication should be received by:

Dallas Landry * PO Box 34, North New Portland, ME 04961 * phone 628-4201 * email: alderswamp2@gmail.com

If there are any questions or needs regarding the receiving of the New Portlander, those inquiries should be directed to the Town Manager.
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Selectmen

Minutes for the Dec. 1, 2020 Selectmen’s Meeting

Roster: Selectmen: Andrea Reichert, Raymond Poulin,
Wayne Rundlett; Town Manager: Stacie Rundlett, Kip Poulin,
Brian Rundlett

1. Andrea called the meeting to order at 6:33 pm.

2. The Board members reviewed the minutes from the previous
meeting. Raymond motioned to accept them as written, Wayne
seconded and all were in favor.

3. Old Business: NONE

4. Department Heads:

a. Kip Poulin updated the board on calls for the year. He
discussed issues with pump testing that had been done.
He will have figures to fix issues in 2021 budget. The new
dryer had been installed and is working properly. Helmets
should be in within a week or so, as well as hoods and
belts. They will have their officer's election at their next
meeting. Kip will draft paperwork for fire department
members to sign off when returning gear if they leave the
department.

5. ltems by the Public: NONE

6. Items by the Town Manager:

a. The Board members reviewed and signed payroll, A/P
warrants and the Treasurer's report for October.

b. There was a discussion regarding Spirit of America award
and the 2020 Town Report. It was decided by all Board
members and Stacie that the Spirit of America award
would be granted to Dallas Landry for his continued work
on the monthly newsletter. The Board members and
Stacie also decided to dedicate the 2020 Town Report
to the late Bertrand “Bunn” Dyer for all his years of work
and dedication to the Town of New Portland. Both will be
recognized in the report.

7. Items by the Board of Selectmen

a. There was a discussion regarding the recent foreclosures
and purchase agreements to be drafted for two of
them. There was also a discussion regarding the current
purchase agreement between the Town of New Portland
and the late Diane Sorensen. It was decided to give the
heirs of Diane six (6) months to wrap things up with her
property.

b. The Board members decided to wait until their next
meeting to schedule a date to accept bids for the few
properties that have been foreclosed on, in hopes that the
owners would make an attempt to pay the back taxes.

¢. The Board members reviewed the 2021 request for
funds from the New Portland Community Library. It was
agreed upon that more information was needed. Andrea
would reach out to the libraries Treasurer to try and get
the proper documentation to make a better decision
regarding the matter.

d. There was a discussion regarding the public building for
sand/salt. The board asked Stacie to contact Brent to have
him put one bucket of sand in the building for now. The
board also briefly discussed the door to the Sand Salt
Shed and the status of the door.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 pm.

These minutes were approved by the Board of Selectmen at the
December 21st meeting. smr

Minutes for the Dec. 21, 2020 Selectmen’s Meeting

Roster: Selectmen: Andrea Reichert, Raymond Poulin, Wayne
Rundlett; Town Manager: Stacie Rundlett, Gary Agren, Brian
Rundlett, Garrett Oswald

1. Raymond called the meeting to order at 6:33 pm.

2. The Board members reviewed the minutes from the previous
meeting. Wayne motioned to accept them as written, Raymond
seconded and all were in favor.

3. Old Business: There was a brief discussion regarding the Sand/
Salt/Shed overhead door, which was still is not completed.

4. Department Heads
a. Gary Agren discussed with the Board members that he would
agree to another three year term as Road Commissioner. The
discussion continued with talk of increase in trucking prices,
and Gary had no major projects for the year 2021 at this time.

5. ltems by the Public: Garrett Oswald spoke with the board
regarding questions from previous meetings that were not
answered. There was a lengthy discussion regarding this along
with his claims that minutes to a previous meeting never had
been printed in the monthly newsletter with a correction. Stacie
assured him that said meeting minutes from September 1, was
properly printed in the monthly newsletter and informed him
he could find a copy of that newsletter on the town's website,
newportlandmaine.org. Garrett wanted the board to look into
finding out what it consisted of to de-organize the town of New
Portland. Garrett felt that MMA might have information or a
worksheet of some sort that we could use to show how the town
would be affected by such a change. Gary Agren briefly added
he thought that this matter had been researched before, and the
town would be required to pay off any and all debt prior to even
trying to de-organize. Garrett also questioned to the Board how
they intended on proceeding with the annual town meeting. There
was a brief discussion regarding the matter and more research
needs to be done before a final decision can be made on how
to proceed with the 2021 Annual Town Meeting and still follow
the Maine CDC guidelines. Stacie stated to the board that she
could email MMA to see what they would be able to provide for
us regarding de-organizing and Garrett then stated that it might
not be of interest to them to assist us in this manner. Andrea who
arrived late to the meeting stated that this is a very busy time
of year for Stacie, as Town Manager, Town Clerk, and being the
only one working in the office with year end duties, preparing
the 2021 budget, town report and prepping for the 2021 annual
town meeting. She stated that because of this she would only
allow Stacie to send one email to see if we could meet Garrett's
request in getting some information regarding this matter of de-
organizing. Stacie would report to the board on her findings.

6. Items by the Town Manager:
a. The Board members reviewed and signed payroll, A/P
warrants and the Treasurer’s report for November.

7. Items by the Board of Selectmen:

a. The Board members reviewed and signed the two purchase
agreements for properties that were foreclosed upon by the
town for non-payment of 2018 taxes. Stacie would send copies
to the two parties involved for their signatures and then have
the documents recorded at the Somerset County Registry of
Deeds as stated by Maine State Law.

b. The Board members decided to accept any and all bids for
the other land properties foreclosed on until February 15,
2021. Stacie would make sure that this was published in the



February New Portlander as well as the Daily Bulldog, and
maybe the Kingfield Irregular.
¢. The Board members reviewed the proposed 2021 Budget
Requests. Andrea felt that the information which the board
received was a good start to their annual process. Stacie
would have updated data for the boards next meeting.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 pm.

These minutes were approved by the Board of Selectmen at the
January 5, 2021 meeting. Smr

Minutes for the Jan 5, 2021 Selectmen’s Meeting

Roster: Selectmen: Andrea Reichert, Raymond Poulin,
Wayne Rundlett; Town Manager: Stacie Rundlett, Kip Poulin,
Garrett Oswald, Tina Poulin

1. Andrea called the meeting to order at 6:32 pm.

2. The Board of Selectmen reviewed the minutes from the
previous meeting. Raymond motioned to accept the minutes as
written, Wayne seconded and all were in favor.

3. Old Business: None

4. Department Heads: a. Kip discussed with the board members
repairs that were completed on the Rescue. There was a
discussion regarding other work to be done and fire coverage
for Highland Plantation for a three year term.

5. Items by the Public: Garrett Oswald discussed with the board
his disappointment on some things which had taken place at
the last meeting. He also discussed with the board his ideas to
pay or compensate residents to participate on town boards and
committees to give an incentive to be more involved. Andrea
apologized for not being present at the last meeting when there
seemed to be a disagreement. She also shared with Garrett
that giving residents an incentive to participate on a board or
committee was not a new idea, and that whether it is a check
for participating or some kind of discount on taxes (as he
suggested), it still was tax payer dollars.

6. ltems by the Town Manager: a. Review and sign payroll, A/P
warrants

7. Items by the Board of Selectmen:

a. The Board of Selectmen reviewed the abatement
requests. Raymond motionedto  accept them as
written, Wayne seconded and all were in favor. 1. Darryl
and Kathleen Gibson - $563.50; 2. Mark and Belinda
Schinzel - $1,041.90; TOTAL - $1,605.40

b. There was a brief discussion regarding options for hosting
the annual Town Meeting in March and continuing to
follow Maine CDC guidelines. Stacie would get more
information and the matter would be tabled until the next
meeting.

¢. The Board of Selectmen discussed updates to the 2021
budget. They will finalize their recommendations for the
2021 budget at the next Selectmen’s Meeting.

d. Andrea motioned to enter into executive session to
discuss a personnel matter with Fire Chief, Kip Poulin at
7:16 pm. The board exited the executive session at 7:34
pm, no decisions were made. Andrea motioned to adjourn
the meeting, Wayne seconded and all were in favor.

Adjourn the meeting 7:34 pm.

These minutes were approved by the Board of Selectmen at the
January 18th meeting. smr

Submitted- Stacie Rundlett

New Portland Community
Library

Greetings New Portlanders, we hope the winter
is treating you well. Perhaps we could brighten it
up with a good book or movie! It is also a pleasure
to announce the library will be opening on Sunday
January 17 for limited hours. We will be open as
follows: Sundays 1:00 - 3:00 pm, Tuesdays and
Saturdays 8:30 - 11:30 am. The library will require
all visitors to wear masks and the staff may need
to limit the number of patrons. We appreciate your
understanding and cooperation with the necessary
precautions. As always, Sheila will post a list of all
new books and movies on the entry door for your
convenience. Respectfully...

Submitted: Becky Knowles-Redlevske
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RSU 74 / School Board

The January board meeting was held at Carrabec
Community School. The Sentinel summary of the meeting can
be found on their web page under: Carrabec school board to
survey teachers about remote learning - CentralMaine.com

Some board members attended in person. Other board
members attended remotely through Google Classroom (and
so did ).

The meeting began with the pledge.

Adjustments to the Agenda: The agenda was updated to
include two new hires.

Minutes: The minutes of the December board meeting were
approved.

Presentation: There was no presentation.

Superintendent Report: Mr. Tracy wished the board
members a happy new year and expressed hope that better
days are ahead in 2021. He shared the expenditure report
with the board. More than a dozen students have left remote
learning and returned to in-person instruction. In previous
years the budget meetings have been held starting in March.
This year the time frame will be roughly a month later. This
is designed to line up with the June State Referendum Vote.
Mr. Tracy told the board that teachers would be surveyed to
get their thoughts regarding how to proceed in the 2020-2021
school year. Other districts have struggled with high absentee
rates of staff due to the pandemic. Currently, SAD 74 does
not have the same challenges. However, there continues to
be a shortage of substitute bus drivers. RSU 74 continues
to look for learning facilitators. It is expected that once the
teacher surveys have been reviewed, there will be a better
sense of what the learning facilitator job will look like. The
Policy Committee will be meeting this month to determine
how to adjust to the new Earned Paid Leave Law. January 27
and March 10 are listed as Early Release Days on the school
calendar. They will be switched to full student days. Friday,
February 12 will be an Early Release Day with all students



dismissed at 12:30 pm. Mr. Tracy and the admin team met with
representatives from Somerset Public Health and the Somerset
County Sheriff's Office. They discussed some of the effects of
the pandemic, such as substance abuse, domestic abuse and
suicide rates. These topics will be discussed by the regional
superintendent group. As of Wednesday night, there were no
current cases of staff members or students with COVID. One
CHS student was listed as a close contact. Three students were
self-quarantining due to travel.

Nominations: Wendy Witham - 3/4 k-8 Phys Ed; Billie
Lawrence - Reading Interventionist/SIG at Garret Schenck.

Admin Reports: Jean Butler said that ten students are in
the after-school program at GS, and there are eight in Solon.
NWEA testing has begun at Jean's two schools. 98 boxes of
food were delivered to families at the most recent food drive.
Brian Twitchell, Keith Mahoney, and Grace Cram had nothing
to add to the reports which they had previously submitted to
the board. Carrabec High School students are filling out college
applications, according to Tim Richards. Gear Up funds will
pay for tutors for CHS students who are struggling financially.
Tim also gave a CHS sports update. There are 21 boys playing
basketball, and 12 girls. Due to the low numbers, there will
be no girls' jv team. Scott Hall and his staff have been adding
wireless access points at CHS and CCS. There have also been
bandwidth upgrades. Lorie Agren thanked her staff for the work
they have been doing, and she applauded their teamwork. She
noted the need for substitute bus drivers.

Public Participation: No citizens at the meeting spoke, and no
one watching remotely dialed the number to speak to Mr. Tracy.

Support Staff Contract: In December, members of the
board's negotiating team and the ESP negotiating team met.
Both groups agreed that this might not be the best time to fully
re-open the contract. The two sides agreed to a Memorandum
of Understanding in which there will be a one-year extension to
the contract. For 21-'22, both wages and insurance will increase
by approximately 2%. Language will not be addressed. The
board approved the one-year extension.

Discussion of District's Operational and Academic Status:
The discussion on this item wasn't as long as one might have
expected. Since there had been some discussion already,
and with a school board workshop scheduled for Jan 20,
board members apparently felt that a long discussion was
not necessary at this time. (It seems reasonable to speculate
that once the teacher surveys have been reviewed, then the
board members will have more to say.) Mr. Tracy said that he
continues to feel it is important to have “more students, more
of the time". However, he said that it was certainly possible
that Phase Two would remain in effect for the remainder of the
school year. Some students who are struggling academically are
now attending school 3-4 days a week, and this has had positive
results. Even if we never increase from a Phase Two scenario
to a Phase Three, Mr. Tracy expressed an interest in bringing in
more kids, “as we can and as needed.” Anticipating the biggest
challenges that the district will face going forward, engaging
remote learners and the shortage of drivers were mentioned.

Adjournment: The meeting ended at 7:11pm.

Next Board of Directors meeting will be held at Solon
Elementary School on February 3.

Submitted- Dave Ela, Carrabec Association President

New Portland Water District

On behalf of the New Portland Water District we would
like to express our appreciation and gratitude to Marilyn
Gorman for her many years as Trustee. During the March
meeting Marilyn retired from her position on the Board.
She takes with her our sincere thanks for the hours she has
given to the community. She will be greatly missed.

The remaining members have served ten years or more
themselves and are seeking volunteers to bring new ideas
to the table. The only requirements are that you are a
resident of New Portland, live within the district, and can
attend monthly meetings. It is imperative to get new board
members to insure we can continue as a public utility
and allow the New Portland Water District to continue to
provide clean, safe drinking water to its customers.

All interested persons please contact one of the current
trustees or attend any monthly meeting. Meeting dates are
posted at both the Post Office and Town Office.

District Trustees: Donald Edes 207-628-4843 or dwedes@
gmail.com, Dick Salmon 207-628-3631, Lisa Beane 207-512-
6342 or Ibeane@maine.edu

Submitted: Lisa Beane

\
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4 Churches

The Western Mountains Baptist Church continues
to meet every Sunday morning at 10:00 am .
Attendees are asked to wear face coverings and to be
mindful of social distancing. Pastor Tom’'s messages
are now streamed live onto our YouTube Channel. Go
to YourTube, search for Western Mountains Baptist
Church to view any of his sermons since March.

At this time, several small groups also continue to
meet: Men'’s Bible study Monday evenings at 6:30 pm;
Tuesday mornings, Ladies Sewing class at 9:00 am;
Wednesday mornings, Ladies Bible Study at 9:00 am;
Women's Fellowship, the 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 1:00
pm; Men's Breakfast, the first Saturday at 9:00 am.

Our website: westernmountainschurch.org is in
the process of being updated. You can find directions
to WMBC, a calendar of events, sermons, contact
information, submit a prayer request and much
information about who WMBC is and what we believe.
It is a work in process so thanks for your patients as
the final details get worked out.

February 22, a group of adult men from the Teen
Challenge program will be at the 10:00 am service.
They have a choir and share successful testimonies
about how this program along with their strong faith
and trust in God has helped them recover from the pit
of addiction. Hope you can join us.

Submitted: Crystal Fitch
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